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Minutes of Annual Meeting (AGM) of Cavendish Parish Council took place on 

Wednesday13th May 2026. In the Cavendish Memorial Hall at 7.30pm.  

Councillors Present: Nicholas Vosper (Chair), Nicky Welch, Annette Williamott, Ed Stevens, 

Ted Gittins. 

Also present: Kay Garner (Clerk), District Councillor Marion Rushbrook, County Councillor 

Bobby Bennett and members 4 of the public. 

1. Reappoint/Appoint Chair 

Nick Vosper 

Proposed by Nicky Welch 

Seconded by Ted Gittins 

Unanimously agreed. 

2. Reappoint/Appoint Vice Chair 

No Vice Chair was appointed. 

3. Reappoint/Appoint Councillors Responsibilities 

All current Councillors to retain their current roles and responsibilities. 

Ed Stevens will join the Finance Committee and add War Memorial and Play 

Area to his responsibilities. 

4. Acceptance of apologies for absence.   

None 

5. Declaration of Interest in items on the agenda and dispensation requests. 

None 

6. Approval of minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 11th March 2026. 

It was resolved that the minutes were correct.  The Chair signed them. 

7. Public Session (20 minutes) 

• A resident asked about the impact the new Glass collection service 

implemented by Suffolk County Council and how it would affect our 

bottle bank payments received.  It was explained that our income is 

guaranteed for the next three years from this.  We are investigating the 

feasibility of retaining our bottle bank and receiving payments. 

• Although not a parish matter, a resident raised a warning about gift 

cards from major retailers being cloned, which can render the cards 

worthless upon receipt. 

• Representatives from the Children’s Home confirmed that it is now 

operational and has resident(s). 

8. County/District Councillors’ reports 

District Councillor Marion Rushbrook provided an update on the Local Plan, the 

restarting of the Locality Budget availability, New Recycling Bins commencing on 

the 1st of June.  The proposed Forest City is unlikely to affect Cavendish. 

County Councillor Bobby Bennett was delighted to re-elected as a result of the 

recent election.  And would continue to serve our community and assist, where 

possible, with any local issues. 

9. Finance 
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a) Financial Report End of Year Accounts 2025/2026 

This was approved and signed by the Chair. 

b) March 2026 Accounts 

This was approved and signed by the Chair. 

c) April 2026 Accounts 

This was approved and signed by the Chair. 

10. Parish Councillors’ Reports 

• Councillor Ed Stevens reported receiving a complaint regarding an 
overgrown hedge in Church Walk. He will investigate the matter and report 
back on any work required by the ground’s person.  

• Councillor Annette Williamott advised that Welcome Wednesday continues 
to be well attended, and the recent lunches provided have been very well 
received.  
The new bank account is operating smoothly, with the old account gradually 
being phased out.  
Although a local resident expressed concern that the Green was not looking 
at its best, it was unanimously agreed that this was not the case, and 
members were pleased with the standard maintained by the grass-cutting 
contractor. 

• Councillor Ted Gittins reported that he had received advice regarding the 
proposed action to address the erosion of The Green. It was unanimously 
agreed that the new proposed barrier should be positioned along the 
current line rather than the original line.  He will investigate suitable barrier 
options and report back at the next meeting. 

11. Chair Report 

Nick Vosper reported that that all Allotment Plots are now in use. 

The Orchard pruning had been successfully carried out by Harriet and her 

team and thanks were extended to them for their work. 

12. AGAR 

1. AGAR (Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2025/26 Form 3) Section 

1 – Annual Governance Statement 2025/26. Completed and Signed by Chair 

and Clerk. 

2. AGAR (Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2025/26 Form 3) 

Section 2 – Accounting Statements 2025/26 Completed and Signed by Chair 

and RFO 

13. Planning Applications 
DC/26/0467/LB 

Proposal: Application for listed building consent - replacement of front elevation 

windows 

Location: Middle Cottage High Street Cavendish Suffolk CO10 8AZ 

Parish Council Response: Support 

DC/26/0672/TCA 

Proposal: Trees in a conservation area notification - one Conifer (red on plan) fell 

Location: Factory Yard, Factory Cottage High Street Cavendish Suffolk 

Parish Council Response: Support 
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14. Affordable Housing 

Ted Gittins reported that, following discussions with a housing association, the 

next step would be to write to landowners who may be willing to sell their land. 

It was agreed to put the matter to a vote, which was carried by a majority 

decision. 

He will draft a letter, which will be passed to the Clerk for formal issue. 

15. Memorial Hall 
Window Repairs.  
It was acknowledged that the quote received for repairs to the wooden 
windows was understandably high and would likely result in ongoing 
maintenance costs. It was therefore proposed that quotations be obtained for 
replacement UPVC windows. This was unanimously agreed. 
Action: Clerk 

16. Use of the Green 

• Cavendish Primary School for Colour Run.  Agreed and Approved. 

• Illuminators – Installation of stainless-steel sleeve for Christmas Tree.  

Agreed and Approved. 

• Vehicle Drive Out Meet.  Agreed and Approved. 

17. Pond 

Councillor Ed Stevens agreed to investigate the cause of the potentially blocked 

fountain and take any necessary action. 

18. Orchard 

A request had been received for additional funding for Water Butts, Roofing and 

Guttering from Harriet North.  It was unanimously agreed to approve this.  

Funding will be sought from the District/County Councillors Locality Funds. 

19. Correspondence 

• Donation to Lighthouse Women’s Aid – Proposed £50.  Unanimously agreed and 

approved. 

• Donation to Cavendish Magazine for £300.00.  Unanimously agreed and 

approved. 

20. Any other business for noting or including on the next agenda of the next 

meeting on Wednesday 8th July 2026. 

None 

21. Presentation to Malcolm Halliday 

A presentation was made to former Chair and Councillor Malcolm Halliday who 

has now left the village.  Thanks were expressed for his many years of exemplary 

service to the village and the Parish Council.  He will be greatly missed. 

22. Finbow-Ambrose Trust Meeting 

This meeting did not take place as the secretary for the Trust was not in 

attendance. 

 

There being no further business the meeting was closed at 20:50. 
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