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Minutes of The Annual Meeting (AGM) of Cavendish Parish Council took place on 

Wednesday7th May 2025. In the Cavendish Memorial Hall at 7.30pm.  

Councillors Present: Malcolm Halliday (Chair), Nicky Welch, Ted Gittins, Nicholas Vosper, 

Annette Williamott, Alison Kenny. 

Also present: Kay Garner (Clerk), District Councillor Karen Richardson, County Councillor 

Bobby Bennett and 1 member of the public. 

 

1. Acceptance of apologies for absence.   

No apology received from Councillor Shannon Craig 

2. Declaration of Interest in items on the agenda and dispensation requests. 

Alison Kenny.  Planning Application DC/25/0581/TCA 

3. Approval of minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 13th March 2024. 

It was resolved that the minutes were correct.  The Chair (Malcolm Halliday) 

signed them. 

4. Public Session (20 minutes) 

Parishioner raised the following points: 

• White marks reported by him previously are now disappearing outside 

the Memorial Hall, The Bull and various locations.  Parish Council are still 

not aware of the reason for these. 

• Concern of a self-seeding and overgrown tree in the Columbines area.  

Advised to report this to Suffolk Council using their reporting tool. 

District Councillor Karen Richardson offered to investigate this along with 

two further trees causing concern. 

5. Reappoint/Appoint Chair 

Malcolm Halliday informed the Council that he would not be standing for Chair. 

Nicholas Vosper agreed to stand as Chair. 

Proposed by Ted Gittins 

Seconded by Nicky Welch 

Unanimously agreed. 

6. Reappoint/Appoint Vice Chair 

No Vice Chair was appointed. 

7. Reappoint/Appoint Councillors Responsibilities 

All current Councillors to retain their current roles and responsibilities except for 

Councillor Alison Kenny who will add War Memorial and Play Area and 

Footpaths to her responsibilities. 

8. County/District Councillors’ reports 

Karen Richardson informed the Council that the Devolution process is still 

ongoing and that no further information is available on the set up and how this 

will affect all services. 
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Bobby Bennett reported that the libraries have been brought back under Suffolk 

Council control.  This was to avoid the proposed opening hours reduction by the 

charity who previously ran the libraries. 

Devolution continues and will lead to elections next year.  A briefing is being 

held by Suffolk County Council for Parish Council representatives to attend.  

Malcolm Halliday confirmed that he would be attending. 

9. Finance 

a) Financial Report End of Year Accounts 2024/2025 

This was approved and signed by the Chair (Nicholas Vosper) 

b) April 2025 Accounts 

This was approved and signed by the Chair (Nicholas Vosper) 

c) Financial Regulations 2025 

The revised agreement proposed was unanimously agreed and approved by 

all councillors. 

10. Parish Councillors’ Reports 

Malcolm Halliday reported that along with Nicky and Annette they had carried 

out a review of the Clerk’s wages and conducted an annual performance review.  

Following a satisfactory review it was resolved to lift the Clerk’s current SCP LC1 

from 13 to 14 effective from 17th March 2025 and backdated to April 1 2024. 

It was also resolved to lift the Clerk’s SCP LC1 from 14 to 15 effective from April 

1 2025. 

Grass cutting is going well.  Including the Sports grounds.  However, we are yet 

to receive the £500 donation from them as they are awaiting monies from the 

trust. 

We are also waiting for the monies from the trust to reimburse the Parish 

Council for the money spent on the repairs to the Memorial Hall. 

Alison Kenny reported that the War Memorial Trust conditions on providing a 

grant was very detailed and restrictive.  This meant obtaining quotes to satisfy 

their conditions was not feasible as several companies stated they would not be 

able to or wish to comply with these conditions. 

A local company (Luxstone) provided a competitive quote (attached) and the 

standard of their work has been verified as good.  As they do not meet the 

trust’s requirements we would fund this work without applying to the trust. 

It was unanimously agreed to proceed with this. 

Action: Clerk 

Play Area grants.  These were currently being sought.  Whilst the National 

Lottery Fund appears to be an option the application is complex.  DC Karen 

Richardson provided contacts who may be able to assist. 

Nicholas Vosper reported we had a volunteer to coordinate the work required 

in the Orchard.  Harriet North lives in Glemsford but previously resided in 

Cavendish.   

It was agreed that she would be approached to add her details to the village 

magazine along with a request for an article introducing herself. 
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There are no Allotment Plots available as the recent vacant half plot has now 

been taken.  It was agreed that the current (two) general waste bins remain 

with signs placed on them reminding people that they are for allotment waste 

only. 

   

11. Chair Report 

(None – new chair) 

12. Model Standing Orders – New Version 

It was unanimously agreed to adopt the new version. 

13. AGAR 
1. AGAR (Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2024/25 Form 3) Section 1 – 

Annual Governance Statement 2024/25. Completed and Signed by Chair and Clerk. 

2. AGAR (Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2024/25 Form 3) Section 2 – 

Accounting Statements 2024/25 Completed and Signed by Chair and RFO 

14. Planning Applications 
DC/25/0518/TPO 
Proposal: TPO tree preservation order - one Beech (T422 on plan and within G7 on order) 

overall crown reduction by three metres and crown raise to five metres above ground level, 

one Beech (T431 on plan and within G8 on order) fell, one Beech (T436 on plan and order) 

fell 

Location: Devonshire House, High Street Cavendish Suffolk CO10 8AS 

Parish Council Response: No Comment 

DC/25/0581/TCA 

Proposal: Trees in a conservation area notification – five Alder (numbered 1-5 on plan) 

reduce height to two metres above ground. 

Location: 2 Blacklands Hall Farm Barns, Water Lane, Cavendish.  CO10 8AJ. 

Parish Council Response: No Comment 

DC/25/0527/LB 
Proposal:  Application for Listed Building Consent – replacement render to rear elevation 

Location: Peacocks, High Street, Cavendish. CO10 8AW. 

Parish Council Response: No Comment 

DC/ 25/0637/TCA 
Proposal:  Trees in a conservation area notification - a. one Indian Bean (T1 on plan) - fell b. 

one Malus (T2 on plan) - overall crown reduction by up to one metre and thin by 20% 

Location: Stour House, Melford Road, Cavendish.  CO10 8AD. 

Parish Council Response: No Comment 

DC/ 25/0525/TCA 
Proposal:  Trees in a conservation area notification – one Ash (T1 on plan) fell 

Location:   Western House, High Street, Cavendish.  Co10 8AR. 

Parish Council Response: No Comment 

15. War Memorial 

See Agenda Item 11.  Alison Kenny. 

16. July Parish Council Meeting Proposed Revised Date – Wednesday 16th July 

It was agreed to change to this date. 

17. Affordable Housing 

It was agreed to contact Housing Associations to determine if there is any 

interest in coming forward with a proposal for the village. 

Action: Ted Gittins 
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18. Parish Councillors – Contact Details 

To be added to the next Meeting Agenda 

19. Memorial Hall 

Donation of £2000 has been made to the Memorial Hall Trust by the estate of 

Dr Alan Norman (a previous PC Chair) 

It was suggested that this monies fund the painting of the outside of the 

Memorial Hall.  The trust to be contacted. 

Action: Malcolm Halliday 

20. To receive any outstanding updates on the list of actions agreed at the last 

meeting. 

None Outstanding. 

21. Correspondence 

• Wales End Solar Farm – Public Consultation hosted by Noventum Power.  

Provisional date: 4th June 2025 16:30-20:30 @ The Memorial Hall, 

Cavendish. 

• Memorial Hall – Front Wall and Notice Board 

It was agreed to remove the broken Notice Board. 

Action: Malcolm Halliday 

A quote for a replacement board will be obtained.  The location of the 

board will be moved to a safer location. 

Action: Clerk 

The Wall in front of the Memorial Hall will be inspected and weeding 

arranged to be carried out. 

Action: Malcolm Halliday 

22. Any other business for noting or including on the next agenda of the next 

meeting on Wednesday 16th July 2025. 

▪ Parish Councillors Contact Details 

▪ Memorial Hall Notice Board 

 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.50pm 

 

 

Signed:  (Chair)  Dated:  
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